
Autumn Newsletter 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back to the Autumn Term. We hope you have had a great summer and enjoyed whatever you 

got up to regardless of the rather temperamental weather! Our topic this term is ‘Everybody writes, 

don’t they?’ Through this topic we will be studying a variety of different types of writing to help 

foster a pleasure of writing whilst also paying particular attention to punctuation, grammar and 

spelling.  One of the big topics this term will be of historical focus; the Ancient Egyptians!  We will be 

researching their way of life for people living in Ancient Egypt, their gods and goddesses, the burial 

practice of mummification and their use of hieroglyphs as a form of writing and communication. Our 

role play area this term will be an editor’s office; children can produce comic strips, news bulletins, 

horoscopes, magazine articles and so forth.  If you have any books, old magazines or resources which 

you feel will support your child’s learning and are happy for them to bring them to school to share, we 

would appreciate your help.  Please ensure that any resources are clearly labelled. 

 

Literacy: 
We are beginning the term with non-chronological report writing and will be focusing on magazines and 

comics.  The children will be given the opportunity to develop key skills through self directed research 

and guided support to produce their own magazine centred on a theme of their choice – with some 

vetting by the adults!  The magazine will incorporate a variety of styles of writing and the children will 

be learning and demonstrating a clear understanding on the characteristics of reports whilst improving 

their understanding of the structure or pieces of work, vocabulary and punctuation skills.  In addition, 

our fictional focus this term will be underpinned by the works of William Shakespeare and will be 

looking in depth at a variety of his plays in a child friendly format. Finally, we will create instructional 

texts to support our learning about The Ancient Egyptians. Throughout the term the children will 

continue to have regular spelling, handwriting and reading sessions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy: 
The children will be covering a range of topics; we spend the first part of the term revisiting some of 

the ‘nuts and bolts’ of numeracy – place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division which is 

extended into word based problems in these main areas. After that, we will be gathering and 

presenting a range of data in a variety of graphs.  Finally we will be focusing on direction and position 

and learning about angles and shapes. Regular practice of times tables is carried out in class as 

children are expected to fluently know up to 12x12 by this age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can help your child 

• Please try to read regularly with your child, even if your child is a free reader. Reading aloud 

helps them to decompose new words and understand their meaning. It is also important for 

your child to hear you read to them as you model good reading habits. 

• Talk about the books they are reading: What was their favourite bit? Did they have a 

favourite character? What do they think will happen next? Lots of discussion helps develop 

children’s language and understanding of the text. 

• Support your child with their spelling of key words. A list will be sent home. 

• Play word games with your child. How many different words can they think of to describe an 

everyday object? 

How you can help your child: 

• Encourage mental maths skills such as adding and subtracting differing amounts. 

• Give them opportunities to tell the time both in analogue and digital time. This is an area of 

maths that children can find tricky so it helps for them to have lots of practise. 

• Give them experience of handling and identifying money, working out costs of items and 

change.  

• Keep practising number bonds and times tables along with the related division facts.  These 

will help your child increase the speed of their mental maths. 
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Science: 
Learning in Science this term will focus on Materials and their Properties. The children’s learning will 

focus on the grouping and classification of materials, changing materials and how to separate mixtures 

of materials. Through investigation and experimentation the children will begin to make links between 

ideas and to explain things using simple models and theories. They will talk about their work and its 

significance, and communicate ideas using a wide range of scientific language, conventional diagrams, 

charts and graphs. 
 

Outdoor Learning: 
Outdoor learning sessions will take place on Thursday afternoon.  These sessions will focus on practical 

investigations linked to our science and historical work.  The children will also be taking part in planting 

in the school grounds to help support our learning about our local environment. 

 

Weekly Schedule: 

Please continue to hear your child read regularly and fill in their reading record with the date and page 

that they are on. The children will continue to have homework issued.  Homework will focus on our 

learning in numeracy and literacy. We pride ourselves on how smart and polite our children are. Please 

help maintain the standards by encouraging your child to wear the correct uniform.  The Year 6’s look 

great with their new shirts and ties. Please can you also ensure that your child knows who will be 

collecting them up at the end of the day and where from. We have had some incidents in the past 

where children are uncertain and they can, understandably, get a little distressed. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the kind wishes and gifts given to myself and 

the Swan team at the end of the summer term.  We were extremely grateful for such kind gestures.  

As always, we operate an open door policy so if there is ever a time you would like to discuss anything 

with us, feel free to approach us. 

 

Key Dates 

13th September – Roald Dahl Day  

14th September – Olympic Sports Day 

19th September – International Talk Like a Pirate Day! 

28th September – Meet the Team and coffee morning in aid of the Macmillan cancer charity (a letter 

with more details regarding this will be sent home soon).  

28th September – Harvest Service  

 

Here’s to a successful and enjoyable term,  

  

Mr Driscoll, Mrs McCabe, Mrs Hicks and Mrs Higgs 

Monday • Numeracy Homework set 

 

Tuesday •  

Wednesday • Numeracy Homework due 

• Literacy Homework set 

• P.E 

Thursday • Outdoor Education (warm outdoor clothes and wellies required) 

Please ensure that your child has the appropriate outdoor clothing and footwear for 
these sessions as they will take place regardless of the weather. 
 

Friday • Literacy Homework due. 

 


